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CHANGES IN SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT  

BY JESS NGUYEN 

With the implementation of new rules and various upgrades to the interior of the school, the 

overall morale of the student body has become absolutely infused with positivity. The previous 

prohibition of hoodies during school hours has finally been eradicated, thus welcoming students 

the freedom to wear hooded jackets. Since the rule of no jackets was subject to rebellion and 

polarities between the students and staff, detentions and warnings associated with dress code were 

fated to be entombed in the past. The customized blue and orange bleachers, the complete revision 

of the gym, upgraded water fountains, and the renewal of the front lobby has created a new allure 

and a stimulating environment. With fresh regulations and interior modernizations, it is apparent 

that these reforms have benefited the student body and staff—the crowning glories of Overbrook. 

WHATS NEXT FOR OVERBROOK HIGH SCHOOL? 

BY DONTE ACEVEDO 

During the end of last year, Overbrook made some improvements to our school. Inside the gym, 

they decided to install new bleachers, lockers and windows. The reason for these improvements 

was because the original railings were very dangerous and Overbrook had the money to make the 

changes. Sometimes, students fell off the bleachers when they were leaning on the railings. These 

original bleachers had to be changed to a more modern type of bleacher. I felt as an athlete that 

this was one of my favorite improvements because I play basketball and the gym looks better than 

ever before. They also placed new trophy cases near the gym hallways to display our students’ 

athletic accomplishments. 

One of the biggest improvements that Overbrook is proud about is the new wrestling room. Mike 

Cornwell, a wrestler and football player that went to Overbrook in the 1980’s, donated a large 

amount of money to help the young wrestlers train in a better environment. The name of the room 

will be The Paul Mauriello Wrestling Room. Mr. Cornwell’s coach was Paul Mauriello, and Mr.  

Mauriello made such a difference in Mr. Cornwell’s life that he decided to name the room after 

him. Mr. Mauriello was Overbrook’s head coach for 35 years, Edgewood’s assistant for 2 years, and 

taught health and PE. Mr. Mauriello was a great teacher and role model.  Overbrook is putting up 

new pads and repainting the room. Previously, the wrestlers used to train in the cafeteria, so this is 

a big difference.  

(See What’s Next For Overbrook, Page 2) 
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BOYS SOCCER 2016-17 

BY KINGSLEY ASARE 

On Wednesday, October 12, 2016, 

Overbrook High boys’ soccer played a 

well game against Audubon. Although 

the varsity game tied 1-1, Overbrook had 

some nice plays and stats. In the varsity 

game, Jason Morlock had his first debut 

as goalie and rose to the expectations; 

Jason only let one goal score against him. 

Also, freshman Sidney Pratt scored a goal 

against Audubon. Although they ended 

with an impressive tie, Overbrook’s 

soccer team did not make it into the 

playoffs. In order to have a chance of 

going to the playoffs, the soccer team 

needed to win every game up to this 

point. On the same day, the boys’ JV 

soccer team played against Audubon as 

well. However, JV was unable to pull 

through, and lost in a clearly 

disappointing game. The soccer season is 

over, and many seniors will be leaving. 

This may cause for a major rebuild in 

Overbrook’s soccer team next season. 

According to many players, maybe the 

improved practicing techniques and 

revised instruction could drastically help 

next year’s season.  

 

UFC 205: BACK IN NYC 

BY ZACH STEVENSON 

Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) has finally 

been allowed back in New York for the 

first time in 19 years. Mixed Martial Arts 

has been banned in New York for 19 

years because the biggest MMA 

promotions were run out of Las Vegas by 

casino owners and their casinos were non

-union, the culinary union worker of New 

York, the biggest workers union in New 

York, did not want non-union business 

expanding in New York so they fought it 

in the state assembly.  

UFC 205 will be taking place on 

November 12th in Madison Square 

Garden and that's a big deal. UFC is the 

biggest MMA promotion in the world, 

but because of New York’s ban on MMA 

they’ve never had a show in Madison 

Square Garden. UFC 205 is expected to 

be the biggest UFC event in history; it is 

being headlined by Conor McGregor (19-

3) versus Eddie Alvarez (28-4) for the 

lightweight title. Conor McGregor is the 

biggest draw in the history of the sport. 

Eddie Alvarez grew up in Philly and 

traveled around the world fighting for 

different promotions and ended up in the 

UFC, winning the lightweight title in his 

most recent fight. This is huge for the 

legacy of the sport and good for the world 

of sports in general.  

(Continued  from Page 1, What’s Next for Overbrook?) 

Overbrook did not stop there; they wanted the school to look even better. They put in new water 

fountains for students that let you fill up your water bottle more efficiently. The Student 

Government was able to help pay for the water fountains because of the money made from the 

school store. They also added new doors to the main office to give a more secure entrance. Our 

school is going out of their way to make their students and teachers feel safer in their work 

environment. The school has also made great improvements to the classrooms. They added new 

phones that make it easier for teachers to get in contact with whom they need. The school also 

added a new robotics room for students who want to learn about the science of robotics. There 

are a lot of improvements in Overbrook High School and still many more to come. Mr. Lee has 

some long term goals for our school that he is planning on accomplishing over the upcoming 

years.  He wants to add even more upgraded water fountains all around the school and wants to 

fix up the media center, but he stated, “It takes a lot of money to fix these classrooms up, so in 

time.” One thing he stressed is that he wants to bring more chromebooks to the school, so that 

teachers do not have to keep signing them out. I asked Mr. Lee how he felt about the 

improvements that have been made so far and he stated, “Anything you upgrade makes you feel 

like you’re working in a nice place.” These improvements that have been made in Overbrook are 

good for both the school and the students so we can work in a better environment and love 

where we learn.     

RING THE BELLS: NEW ADDITIONS TO WINTER SPORTS 

DARIEN BROWN 

In an interview with athletic director Mrs. Smith, I learned about the new sports for the 

upcoming season. We've all heard that winter track and bowling have been added to the roster 

of winter sports. Winter track is an opportunity for spring track athletes to stay in shape. There 

will be an average of three practices a week, which can be held outside if the temperature is 

above 40°F, when the temperature is less than 40°F, practice will be indoors. There will only be 

a small number of meets in the winter, called “polar bear” meets, which will be held outdoors 

when the weather is above 40°F, Since the schedule relies on the weather, meets will not be 

planned far in advance. There may also be an indoor meet, held at the Armory in Atlantic City. 

Athletes participating may also be eligible for winter sectionals. So far, the coaches have not 

been selected. 

Mrs. Smith is especially excited about bowling because it allows more students to get involved in 

the athletics program. The team will practice four days a week at 30 Strikes. Each match against 

other schools is competed as a five on five. The coaches are still being decided upon. 

Both sports will consist of boys’ and girls’ Varsity and JV teams, and both sports will receive 

letters at the winter banquet. This brings me to the next topic of varsity jackets. With all the new 

parents in Varsity Club, money will be raised to provide jackets for all athletes who have earned 

one. However, the eligibility may be changed from receiving two varsity letters to having the 

letter requirement and being a junior.  

 

OVERBROOK STUDENT 
ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT:  

MARQUES DESHIELDS 

BY CARY ROBINSON AND ANUJ PATEL 

It isn't often that an athlete such as Marques 

DeShields comes along. With the speed of a 

cornerback, the strength of a linebacker, and 

the hands of a receiver, he truly is an all 

purpose back. After a quiet first two years, 

DeShields burst onto the scene becoming one 

of New Jersey’s elite running backs. Marques 

has defied the odds; coming from a small 

school, he’s garnered the attention from many 

colleges in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He 

has said that, “To this day there have been 

many doubters that I can’t be successful, 

because I’m from Overbrook, but they can’t 

say anything now because of the things I’ve 

done.” When asked why he chose Monmouth the young man responded by saying, “It was close 

to home, and the school made me feel very welcome.” From the outside, we see how the football 

team has improved over the last 4+ years, as far as winning games and scoring, but we wanted 

his perspective from the inside. Marques said, “The atmosphere and attitude towards football is 

completely different, everyone is having fun.” He attributes a majority of his success and the 

team's success to the coaching staff who have made Marques the player he is today. Finally, as a 

message to critics, he said, “Going to this school, you can be successful in sports and academics, 

despite what people say.”  
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OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER SPOTLIGHTS 

BY JESS NGUYEN AND MARIAH HODGE 

From Left to Right:  Simranjeet Kaur, Aja Bunten, Jordan Busch, Katarina Navarra 

  

Jordan Busch is involved in varsity tennis, student government, 

drama club, and is the soccer manager. His special honors include 

receiving Spotlight and Widener College Leadership Scholarship. Out 

of school, Jordan is a lifeguard, party host at Tilt Studios, and the 

stage manager of public theatres. His favorite subject is psychology. 

Jordan's academic accomplishments include honor roll and 

Renaissance. In the future, he plans to attend college for athletic 

training and then further his education with a PhD in school 

psychology, as well as become a sign language interpreter. 

 

Simranjeet Kaur is involved in field hockey, track and field, Leo 

club, Interact Club, Academic Challenge team, Science League, book 

club, and newspaper. Her special honors include receiving Spotlight 

and secretary in Leo Club. Out of school, Simi volunteers at Virtua 

Hospital and is a member of a dance team. Her favorite subject is 

math and science. Simi’s academic accomplishments include honor 

roll and National Honor Society. In the future, she plans to attend 

college and become a pharmaceutical scientist, then travel around the 

world. 

 

Katarina Navarra is involved in cross country, student government, 

Science League, and Model United Nations. Her most notable honors 

include Spotlight, captain of the cross country team, People's Choice 

Awards, and being a class treasurer and secretary. Her academic 

accomplishment is receiving honor roll. Out of school, Katarina 

volunteers at Virtua Hospital. Her favorite subject is history and her 

future plans are to attend college to major in neuroscience in order to 

become an Anesthesiologist. 

 

Aja Bunten is involved in varsity cheerleading, Leo Club, student 

government, and art club. Her honors include receiving Spotlight and 

People’s Choice. Her academic accomplishment is achieving honor 

roll. Out of school, Aja works at Cheer Gym and teaches students how 

to tumble. Her favorite subject is psychology and she plans to attend 

college to get a degree in something that will help her travel the world. 

 

 

Katelyn Chance is involved in concert choir, Overtones, and has 

played “Rapunzel” in the play “Into the Woods”. Her honor is 

receiving Spotlight. Out of school, Katelyn is active in All State Jersey 

Choir, Treble Choir, and Mixed Choir. Her academic accomplishment 

is achieving honor roll and her favorite subject is English. In the 

future, she plans to attend college to major in education and teach the 

third grade. 

 

 

 

Randy Eubanks is involved in weightlifting in the school’s weight 

room. His honors include Spotlight and receiving the Coach’s Award. 

Out of school, Randy works for a landscaping company, attends 

church, and volunteers at a food bank. His academic accomplishments 

are Honor Roll and Renaissance. His favorite subject is Tech in 

Action. His future plans are to attend a four year college in order to 

major in engineering. 

 

 

Dan Wash is involved in Jazz Band, Marching Band, Concert Band, 

Overtones, and Academic Challenge. His honors include Spotlight 

Band Captain, Section leader (choir), Section leader (band), Choir 

secretary, and student conductor. His academic accomplishments are 

honor roll and National Honor Society. Out of school, Dan 

participates in Rowan Youth Orchestra and Atlantic Youth Brass 

Band. His favorite subject is music theory. In the future, he plans to 

attend college to major in musical education and teach middle or high 

school band. 

 

Branden Walters is an active member of student government. His 

honors include Spotlight, being President of the Junior class last year, 

and President of Student Government. His academic 

accomplishments are honor roll and participating in Boy’s State. Out 

of school, Branden works at Wayback Burgers and his favorite subject 

is English. In the future, he plans to attend college at Rowan with a 

dual major in education and history. He aspires to become a history 

teacher and a vice-principal. 

From Left to Right:  Branden Walters, Randy Eubanks, Katelyn Chance, Dan Wash 
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AMERICA’S CLOWN CRAZE 

BY IVANNAH SOSING 

It all started in August 2016, when the first clown incident was reported in South Carolina. Although 

a majority of the clowns were just standing by the sides of roads and staring at passing people, this 

calamity has dangerously escalated. Reports of clowns luring children in the woods as well as 

wielding machetes and guns are just the next stage of this clown pandemic. Since then, numerous 

sightings have been announced all over the United States. These sinister clowns have been spotted in 

Florida, North Carolina, Massachusetts, Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. 

Contrary to popular belief, these clowns are a real threat and no joke. In Florida, a man was accosted 

by four people in clown masks. Instead of providing party entertainment, these clowns beat him with 

baseball bats and pointed a gun at him. In Ohio, teenagers reported being chased by knife wielding 

clowns after walking home from a party. In our home state, New Jersey, there has been an abundant 

number of clown sightings. In Warren County, a jester was seen chasing kids from a local middle 

school holding a sword-like object. Another report claimed that three clowns with guns chased a 

group of young adults while they were walking through the woods. 

Of course, not all of these clowns are vicious. Some are just copycats that want to frighten people and 

give them a scare. However, local police still advise to stay safe and to immediately call the police if 

you spot a clown. 

COLLEGE MAJORS, CONCENTRATIONS & MINORS 

BY ISAIAH ROEPKE 

College majors, minors and concentrations are the fundamental core of the curriculum of your 

choice. A crucial thing to understand about majors is that they are changing all the time. The area of 

study you choose could be completely different by the time you graduate in the next two, four, or 

eight years, depending on the career of your choice. Majors do not dictate what you are to pursue 

through your life, far from it. They are there to show you have the ability to focus on a certain subject 

for a long period of time. In fact, every college student on average changes their major in the middle 

of college according to www.collegetransfer.net. Some students even lack a major completely when 

they first start college. At a four-year college, you should have a major selected by the end of 

sophomore year. Of course, you should dedicate yourself to a major that interests you, but be careful 

and make sure you are interested for the right reasons. It is best that you choose a major that 

genuinely intrigues you, instead of pursuing a career because you saw a large average salary. That is a 

recipe for disaster. Now minors can provide academic access for smaller interests that may contribute 

to your major, like how a minor in human rights can complement a major in philosophy. You may 

think majors and minors define your college experience from the start, but you can always choose to 

enter college as undecided, so don’t worry!    

HOW TO APPLY TO COLLEGE 101 

BY SIMIRANJEET KAUR 

• Don’t cry or freak out …it will be okay! 

• You need to have FAFSA filled out, recommendation letters finished, your transcript from 

guidance, and your essay completed before the deadline. 

• Colleges like it when you apply early. Plus, the earlier you apply the more money you could 

potentially receive through scholarships, ultimately lowering the tuition. Be careful though, make 

sure you know the difference between applying for early action vs applying for early decision. 

• You should always have local backup colleges to fall back on. 

• If you aren't sure where you want go, try a community college and explore some of their programs 

until one sparks up your interest. 

• Find out your deadlines ahead of time so you can get all of your information ready. 

• You should also start searching for scholarships and deadlines in the summer. 

• The Common App is a universal application that houses over 700 colleges in the United States. Not 

all of the colleges are on the Common App, so you need to research which colleges are on it. For 

example, Rutgers is not on it. 

• A practical time to start the application process is the Summer leading up to senior year- try to 

finish any standardized tests beforehand (SAT, ACT, ACCUPLACER. etc.) 

• Research colleges, exams, majors, and careers all throughout high school, but don’t be too stressed 

out if you can’t find a specific major, as long as you have a general idea of what you want to do, you 

should be fine. 

• Create a college board account and a Common Application account as soon as possible. 

• Use online tools such as College Board College Search or Princeton Review College Finder to find 

additional information such as acceptance rates and average SAT scores. 

LIFE PRO-TIPS 
BY KYLE JURILLA  

 
Life Pro Tips are lessons that can be 

taken in and out of school. They 

provide unique tips to help life be 

easier!  

IN SCHOOL 

• When writing a thesis or a scientific 

paper, don't end it with a completed 

section! Write at least one or two 

sentences into the next topic to 

make it easier for you to continue 

the next day. Also, put a description 

of where you left off, so you stop 

that blank stare for 20 minutes 

when you pick it back up. 

• While in school, keep ALL of your 

graded papers and work. Teachers 

make mistakes from time to time, 

no one’s perfect. Be prepared for 

when it may happen. 

OUT OF SCHOOL 

• When trying to find a tiny object on 

the floor, turn off the lights and lay 

a flashlight on the ground. The 

object will cast a shadow; it will be 

easier to find. 

• Putting a small lamp behind your 

computer monitor can greatly 

reduce eye strain. 

• If you’re still hungry shortly after 

you’ve eaten, you are probably 

dehydrated. Drink water before 

consuming more food.  

LEO CLUB WITH OUR 

SENIOR CITIZENS 

On November 4, Leo Club visited the 

Pine Hill Senior Citizens Center to play 

some games with the residents, as well 

as taking pictures of their time there. 

 

 



PROTESTING: DOES THE FIGHT END JUST BECAUSE THE 

BELL RANG? 

BY NAYA WRIGHT 

Recently, there have been a number of social issues circulating throughout the nation. Among these 

are issues such as police brutality and unaccountability, the presidential election, and immigration 

disputes just to name a few. In response, athletes and other public figures have shown their silent 

protest by kneeling or sitting during the national anthem. Similarly, students impacted by social 

injustices have shown their solidarity to their culture by not standing during the pledge in school 

and engaging in other silent protests. To many, these actions come across as disrespectful due to a 

misunderstanding in the purpose behind the protests. In the eyes of those unaffected by struggles, it 

is a common idea that school is no place to bring up such issues due to the fact that it can cause 

unnecessary conflicts. In an attempt to avoid discomfort, not allowing students to show their 

protests has led to an environment of hostility where students feel as though their voice is 

unimportant and not heard. A school bell does not erase the rest of life’s occurrences and the 

negative impact it has on students; just like being uncomfortable with addressing said issues does 

not erase their existence. 

Many students fall into minority groups that are impacted by societal issues. Their personal lives 

and beliefs are being tested and questioned each time a new event or movement is formed. For 

many, racial inequality and discrimination are not only news headlines; it is their everyday lives. 

These students are not only existing to learn. While that is always a priority, each and every student 

has their own story, struggle, priority, family, and so on. These added layers beyond “scholar” are 

what make each student an individual. Asking students to simply ignore additional parts of their 

being once the school day begins seems almost dismissive. Although we as students are viewed as 

exactly that, it has to be kept in mind that we are more than just a body in the classroom. We are all 

individuals with emotional responses to worldly incidences. For a student that genuinely feels 

unsafe, unheard, and unimportant- something as seemingly simple as reciting the pledge can take 

an immense emotional toll. By forcing students to disengage in protests in the interest of 

maintaining peace, the ideology that tears these students down is further reinforced. By allowing 

students to protest peacefully and  respectfully, you give students a voice. Allowing protests 

acknowledges that a student’s feelings are valid, recognized, and important. By allowing protests 

that do not negatively interrupt the learning environment, each student is recognized, thus erasing 

hostility. Even though it may not seem major, the simple acknowledgement of what each student is 

going through can be the difference in a person’s outlook on the situation. Recognizing issues and 

differences within the classroom help to further rectify what social issue is occurring, because it 

proves that not everybody is against you and whatever group you associate. Although the intention 

of denying actions against protocol is to maintain peace, it actually does the opposite. A truly non-

confrontational environment is where every viewpoint is taken into consideration. 

From the Little Rock Nine to the Berkeley Free Speech Movement, the Kent State Massacre, and the 

Deaf President Now movement, students have a long history of inspiring historical change by the 

protests they carry out within their own school districts. What started as in-school protests of 

nationwide issues became the subjects of history textbooks all across the U.S. More often than not, 

these students faced backlash from administrators, parents, and other adults who saw the protests 

as disobedient and pointless behavior. In reality though, the students involved only wanted their 

voices to be heard. Once allowed to make their voices recognized, these students were able to 

educate others on the validity of their stance while simultaneously gaining insight into the ideas of 

those supposedly opposed to them. When communication is open and allowed, all parties involved 

begin to break down misconceptions and further understand each other. Protests are not 

disrespectful disobedience; instead, protests are windows into communication that can close a gap 

that people may not even be aware of its existence. Banning protests only furthers the issue. Only 

when each individual is allowed to be heard entirely, can peace be achieved both in and out of 

school. Although school doesn’t seem like the perfect place to address touchy subjects, it truly is the 

best place to start. Education doesn’t have to be just textbook oriented. Education begins when you 

learn more about those around you, which you may not have recognized earlier. Once agreements 

can be reached inside a school building, those newly educated young adults can take a message of 

acceptance and share it with of the rest of the world. A silent protester doesn’t aim to cause conflict, 

they aim to be heard- and there is nothing wrong with taking the time to acknowledge someone’s 

silent cry for help. Denying the existence of social injustice does nothing to decrease the issue. The 

protests and fight for equality cannot end just because the school bell rings when a school building 

is the perfect environment to start aiming for justice as a unified force. 
  

COOL FUN FACTS 

BY JOHN HANNON 

• Cats don't really have nine lives; 

it was a myth made by Egyptians 

because cats were good at 

avoiding 

danger.  (Wonderopolis.org) 

• The Wasabi on your sushi may 

just be dyed horse radish. 

(Huffington Post) 

• Most pencils aren't made with 

lead, instead it is graphite.  

(Myth Busters) 

• The coffee beans in your coffee 

can sometimes be over 10 years 

old. (New York Times) 

• There's a day called world emoji 

day and is celebrated on July 

16th. (Metro U.K.) 

• Until this year, it used to be 

illegal to honk your horn in New 

York City. (New York Times) 

• There is a way you can make Siri 

say anything: go to “Settings”, 

“General”, “Accessibility” , 

“Speech” and then enable “Speak 

Selection.” 

• Tokyo, Japan is the most 

populated city in the whole world 

with approximately 38,000,000 

people. (Info Please) 

• In August of 2006, Pluto was de-

ranked from a planet to a dwarf 

planet.. (Library of Congress) 

• The first video uploaded to 

YouTube was called “Me at the 

Zoo” and was uploaded in April 

of 2005. 
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  “Education doesn’t have to be just textbook oriented.” - Naya Wright 

  
“A silent protester doesn’t aim to cause conflict, they aim to be heard- and there is nothing wrong with taking 
the time to acknowledge someone’s silent cry for help.”  - Naya Wright 



WHAT IS 

“AMERICAN?” 

BY JASMINE WILSON 

 

I am American, 

But what does that mean? 

 

Is it being free, 

Or living in an illusion? 

 

Is it opportunity of education, 

Or the education of opportunity? 

 

Is it diversity, 

Or prejudice? 

 

Is it being protected, 

Or picking the fight? 

 

Is it freedom of speech, 

Or silent screams? 

 

Is it bearing arms, 

Or pointed guns? 

 

Is it flying like an eagle, 

Or fluttering like a chicken? 

 

So I ask you, what is American?  

THE ART OF OVERBROOK 
The Arts Section is where Overbrook’s most talented artists, writers, and photographers can have 

their work seen and appreciated by the entire student body. Take a look at the work we have in 

store  for this edition of Ram Pages below!  

 

 

 

COPPER 

BY ANONYMOUS 

A rusty orange sunrise, watching the 

orange-red melt into the sky. 

The incandescent color glowed into day, as 

a medallion rose toward the open space 

above. 

The luster now a pinkish hue, the warm 

rays touch the cold surface. 

Each season intertwines when the green 

past of summer days gives the leaves a 

reddish tarnish. 

The crunch of copper under my feet and 

the rusty covered air. 

Fall. 

The horizon giving away to cold nights, and 

we have fallen into a solstice of copper 

covered light.  

Are you an aspiring artist that wants to have 

your work known? Stop by the media center 

and see Mrs. Nadelbach to have the chance 

to see your art published in our next edition! 

 


